included reports on crime that occurred outside the United Kingdom. The resulting corpus consists of approximately 75 000 tokens (the total number of words in the corpus) and includes 143 articles.
I approached the data by employing the tools of corpus linguistics (CL), combining them with critical discourse analysis (CDA). CL employs a statistical approach to texts by using frequency information about the occurrence of words or word phrases in texts and combines these statistical methods with functional interpretations (Biber et al. 1998) . CDA interprets language in terms of its use in the creation and reproduction of ideologies (Wodak and Meyer 2009) . By gaining the data for the CDA through using the objective approach of CL, it is possible to limit the CDA to the statistically most significant parts of the data and thus to reduce the researcher's bias in deciding what to focus on, thereby avoiding the subjectivity of which CDA is often accused (see Widdowson 1995, among others) .
This chapter will start with an overview of other research that has been conducted on linguistic studies of crime and continue with a detailed outline of the method of analysis. This will be followed by a presentation of the 12 most significant linguistic tools that I detected, which are used to construct offenders in my research, each explained by drawing on an example from the corpus. I conclude with a brief summary of my findings.
I argue that offenders are not separated from their crimes but instead reduced to their criminal offending role and thus placed outside society. The negative associations of crime are transferred to the offender. In this way not only the criminal act but the entire person of the offender is constructed as being distant from society. It is language that constructs offenders and thereby transports ideologies. This is based on cultural stereotypes, societal discourse (that is, dynamic, communicative interaction between speakers and hearers in society, involving the generation and transfer of ideologies) and individual lexical priming. The latter means that vocabulary becomes loaded with meaning dependent on the context in which we repeatedly encounter it (Hoey 2005).
Linguistic studies of crime
Linguistic studies of crime, which are related to my work in terms of using qualitative analytical tools without employing CL, are the studies by Cotterill (2001 Cotterill ( , 2003 , who worked on the transcript of the O.J. Simpson trial in the United States, and Ehrlich (1999; Ehrlich and King 1996) , with her analysis of the transcript of a tribunal at
